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Abstract

This conceptual overview comprehensively explores the seamless blending of
behavioristic and cognitivistic theories within the Arabic language curriculum. It
thoroughly explores behaviourism's and cognitivism's theoretical underpinnings,
explaining how each has contributed differently to the complex language learning
process. The focus behaviourism places on visible behaviour and outside cues are
essential to creating vocabulary drills, structured activities, and reinforcement
strategies. Conversely, cognitivism emphasizes the learner's mental processes and
encourages active participation through assignments requiring problem-solving,
comprehension exercises, and critical thinking. By exploring efficacious pedagogical
approaches derived from these fundamental beliefs, instructors can enhance students’
competency in Arabic. The essay emphasizes how teachers can skillfully combine
behavioristic and cognitivistic ideas, drawing on their advantages to create a well-
rounded and comprehensive language learning program. This methodology upholds
inclusivity and attends to a range of learning styles and personal preferences, thereby
enhancing language learning and cultivating a more profound understanding of Arab
culture among students inside and outside the Arab world.

Keywords: Arabic learning, behaviorism, cognitivism, language curriculum,
integration
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Abstrak
Perpaduan antara teori behavioristik dan kognitif dalam kurikulum bahasa Arab
dieksplorasi secara komprehensif dalam tinjauan konseptual ini. artikel ini membawa
pembaca pada eksplorasi menyeluruh atas landasan teoritis behaviorisme dan
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kognitivisme, menjelaskan bagaimana masing-masing memberikan kontribusi yang
berbeda terhadap proses pembelajaran bahasa yang kompleks. Fokus behaviorisme
pada perilaku yang terlihat dan isyarat luar sangat penting untuk penciptaan latihan
kosa kata, aktivitas terstruktur, dan strategi penguatan. Sebaliknya, kognitivisme
menekankan proses mental pelajar itu sendiri dan mendorong partisipasi aktif melalui
tugas-tugas yang memerlukan pemecahan masalah, latihan pemahaman, dan
pemikiran kritis. Melalui eksplorasi pedagogi yang berasal dari keyakinan mendasar
ini, guru dapat meningkatkan kompetensi siswa dalam bahasa Arab secara nyata.
Tulisan ini menekankan bagaimana guru dapat dengan terampil menggabungkan ide-
ide behavioristik dan kognitif, memanfaatkan kelebihan masing-masing untuk
menciptakan program pembelajaran bahasa yang menyeluruh dan komprehensif.
Metodologi ini menjunjung tinggi inklusivitas dan memperhatikan berbagai gaya
belajar dan preferensi pribadi, sehingga meningkatkan pembelajaran bahasa dan
menumbuhkan pemahaman yang lebih mendalam tentang budaya Arab di kalangan
siswa baik di dalam maupun di luar dunia Arab.

Kata Kunci: Pembelajaran bahasa Arab, behaviorisme, kognitivisme, kurikulum
bahasa, integrase

INTRODUCTION

Language learning is a multifaceted journey that includes mastery of
various linguistic elements and communication skills. Arabic is very important as
the mother tongue of millions of people, being the main tool for preserving cultural
heritage and promoting effective communication®. Besides that, it is also a
language of worship and a tool for studying the religion of Islam as well as become
the language of knowledge and media of international communication.® The
importance of Arabic proficiency goes beyond linguistic proficiency. It plays an
important role in preserving cultural identity, promoting cross-cultural

! Salwa Mohamed, “The Development of an Arabic Curriculum Framework Based on a
Compilation of Salient Features from CEFR Level Descriptors,” THE LANGUAGE LEARNING
JOURNAL 51, no. 1 (2021): 33-47, https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1080/09571736.2021.1923781.

2 M.A. et.al Hamid, “Investigating Arabic Foreign Learning In Indonesian Context: It’s
Necessety Or The Demand?.,” ljaz Arabi Journal of Arabic Learning 5, no. 2 (2022),
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.18860/ijazarabi.v5i2.15059.

3 Ulfa Mawaddah Ahmad Opier, Et.al.,, “Pelaksanaan Game Scattregories Dalam
Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab,” Al Mi'yar: Jurnal Ilmiah Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab Dan
Kebahasaaraban 6, no. 1 (2023): 95-116, https://doi.org/DOI: 10.35931/am.v6i1.1564.
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understanding, and facilitating economic and diplomatic relations*. Thus, designing
an effective curriculum for learning Arabic becomes imperative to meet the needs
of diverse learners and to ensure the preservation and dissemination of the Arabic
language.®

In this context, exploring the integration of behavioral and cognitive
theories can provide valuable insights into designing innovative and effective
curricula that enable learners to engage with Arabic in a more meaningful way.

Behavioral and cognitive are different perspectives on language learning,
each providing unique insights into language acquisition. Behaviorism emphasizes
observable behavior and external stimuli, suggesting that language learning can be
facilitated through structured and repetitive exercises, vocabulary exercises, and
reinforcement techniques®. The emphasis on practice and repetition in behavioral
techniques helps learners develop precision and spontaneity in language skills, such
as grammar and vocabulary, laying a solid foundation for language fluency. On the
other hand, cognition focuses on internal mental processes and the role of cognition
in learning. Cognitive engagement involves learners actively participating in
critical thinking, comprehension activities, and problem-solving tasks, which
promote a deeper understanding of linguistic knowledge and its application in real-
life contexts’. By combining these two theories, educators can create a balanced
and comprehensive approach to learning Arabic, providing students with
opportunities for meaningful practice and application.

The symbiotic integration of behavioral and cognitive theory is a promising
approach to maximize the potential of Arabic learners. By harnessing the strengths
of both theories, educators can design curricula that cater to different learning
styles and individual preferences, and promote effective language acquisition and
communication skills. Combining behavioral exercises to build language

4 M. Kim, Y., & Choi, “Towards Critical Multicultural Teacher Education in the Midst of
Ethno-Nationalism: Korean Pre-Service Teachers’ International Learning Experiences,” Teaching
and Teacher Education 96, no. 1 (2020), https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2020.103155.

> Muhammad Nur Rois Dhea Syahzana Sahreebanu, Ahmad Nurcholis, Syaikhu Ihsan
Hidayatullah, “Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) Di Program
Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Arab UIN Sayyid Ali Rahmatullah, Tulungagung,” A/ Mi’yar: Jurnal
lImiah Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab Dan Kebahasaaraban 5, no. 2 (2022): 195-218,
https://doi.org/hhttp://dx.doi.org/10.35931/am.v5i2.1346.

6 Jack Croft Richard and Theodore Stephen Rodgers, Approaches and Methods in Language
Teaching (3rd Ed.) (Cambridge University Press, 2014): 49.

7 John R Anderson, Cognitive Psychology an Its Implications (Worth Publishers, 2000): 431.
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foundations and cognitive sharing for understanding and application can create
holistic learning experiences for learners, nurturing not only language proficiency
but also critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and cultural appreciation. In
addition, the integration of technology can enrich the Arabic learning experience,
providing interactive language learning platforms, virtual language laboratories,
and game technology that engages and motivates learners®. The collaborative
efforts of educators, researchers and curriculum developers can contribute to
evidence-based best practices in Arabic education, shape future Arabic learning
approaches and enable learners to thrive in a connected global community.

METHOD

This conceptual study uses a literature approach to explore the integration
of behavioral and cognitive theories in the Arabic language learning curriculum.
The literature search included academic journals, books, and other scholarly
resources focused on behaviorism and cognition and its application to language
learning. To collect data from different literary sources, researchers use the
"Publish or Perish" application and the Vosviewer application®. The “Publish or
Perish” application is used to collect sources containing information about
phonemic patterns from several publishers'®. Online databases such as Google
Scholar, PubMed and ERIC were searched, such as “Behavior in Learning Arabic”,
“Cognitive in Teaching Arabic”, “Behavioral Strategies in Teaching Language”
and “Cognitive Methods in Teaching Arabic”.

This review analyzes the theoretical foundations of behavior and
knowledge, while identifying key concepts and methodologies relevant to learning
Arabic. The practical implications of integrating these theories are explored
through the study of Arabic teaching strategies and teaching methods. Challenges

8 Baleigh Qassem Al-Wasy, “The Effectiveness of Integrating Technology in EFL/ESL
Writing: A Meta-Analysis,” Interactive Technology and Smart Education 17, no. 4 (January 2020):
435-54, https://doi.org/10.1108/ITSE-03-2020-0033.

® Erzsebet Dani, “How ‘Publish or Perish’ Can Become ‘Publish and Perish’ in the Age of
Objective Assessment of Scientific Quality,” Systemics, Cybernetics and Informatics 16, no. 4
(2018): 20-25, https://www.iiisci.org/journal/pdv/sci/pdfs/IP052L L18.pdf.

1 Dwi Fitria Al Husaeni and Asep Bayu Dani Nandiyanto, “Bibliometric Using Vosviewer
with Publish or Perish (Using Google Scholar Data): From Step-by-Step Processing for Users to the
Practical Examples in the Analysis of Digital Learning Articles in Pre and Post Covid-19
Pandemic,” ASEAN Journal of Science and Engineering 2, no. 1 (2022): 19-46,
https://doi.org/10.17509/ajse.v2i1.37368.
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and considerations in applying these theories are discussed, along with proposed
solutions. The results are presented in a coherent manner, supporting the
exploration of the symbiotic relationship between behavioral and cognitive theory
in promoting Arabic learning. The review ensures quality and validity by referring
to reputable sources and taking into account the various viewpoints of scholars in
the field of language education.

Behavioristic Theories in Arabic Language Learning:

Behavioral theory has played an important role in shaping the curriculum
for learning Arabic. The principles of behaviorism, as advocated by BF Skinner,
highlight the importance of external stimuli and observable responses in the
learning process'. In the context of teaching Arabic, behavioral strategies are often
used to create a strong linguistic foundation among students. Structured and
repetitive exercises, such as memorizing vocabulary and grammatical patterns,
provide learners with the practice and reinforcement necessary to understand
components of language. These exercises create a sense of predictability and
structure in the learning environment, instilling confidence in learners' language
abilities as they become proficient in key language elements?2,

The behavioral approach also emphasizes the importance of positive
reinforcement in shaping desired language behavior. When the learner produces
correct Arabic pronunciation or successfully completes language exercises, the
teacher can provide prompt feedback and praise, which reinforces this language
competency. This positive reinforcement not only motivates learners but also
encourages them to engage in ongoing language practice, leading to increased
language proficiency over time. In addition, behavioral theory has been applied in
the development of computer-assisted language learning (CALL) programs, where
learners can receive immediate feedback and reinforcement for their language
performance®®. Call applications often include interactive exercises, quizzes and

11 M. N. Hegde, “Language and Grammar: A Behavioral Analysis,” The Journal of Speech and
Language Pathology - Applied Behavior Analysis 5, no. 2 (2010): 90-113,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1037/h0100268.

12 H. Douglas Brown, Principles of Language Learning and Teaching (5th Ed.) (Pearson
Education, 2007): 115.

13 B. Sharifi, M., Abusaeedi, A., Jafarigohar, M., & Zandi, “Retrospect and Prospect of
Computer Assisted English Language Learning: A Meta-Analysis of the Empirical Literature,”
Computer Assisted Language Learning 31, no. 1 (2018): 413-36,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1080/09588221.2017.1412325.
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games that encourage students to actively interact with Arabic material in a
behaviorally structured way. Technology integration in this way increases learner
motivation and participation in the language learning process**.

Cognitivistic Theories in Arabic Language Learning

Cognitive significantly influences the development of the Arabic language
learning curriculum by emphasizing students’ internal mental processes and
cognitive participation in the language learning process. In the context of teaching
Arabic, cognitive strategies focus on encouraging students to actively participate in
critical thinking, problem-solving tasks, and comprehension activities. This active
participation allows learners to deepen their understanding of the Arabic language
and apply their knowledge in meaningful contexts, such as real-life communication
situations®®.

Cognitive also emphasizes the importance of metacognition in language
learning. Metacognitive awareness refers to the learner's ability to monitor and
manage the language learning process, reflect on their own learning strategies and
identify areas for improvement'®. In the context of learning Arabic, metacognitive
learners can identify strengths and weaknesses in language skills and apply
effective learning strategies accordingly. This metacognitive awareness allows
learners to take responsibility for their own language acquisition journey and
become more independent and self-directed learners.

Incorporating cognitive principles into the Arabic learning curriculum
involves the use of problem-solving assignments and authentic language materials
that encourage students to think critically and creatively about Arabic. For
example, learners may be presented with realistic scenarios in which they need to
use Arabic to solve problems, make decisions or express opinions. This approach
not only enhances learners' language skills, but also their ability to use Arabic as a
tool of higher thinking and communication. Furthermore, cognitive strategies, such
as the use of mnemonics or mental imagery, can be used to facilitate vocabulary

14 Al-Wasy, “The Effectiveness of Integrating Technology in EFL/ESL Writing: A Meta-
Analysis.”

15 Qaptian Diki Saputra Linda Ayu Khuroidah, “Implementasi Unsur-Unsur Penyusunan
Kurikulum Terhadap Pengembangan Kurikulum Pendidikan Bahasa Arab Daring,” Al Mi'yar:
Jurnal llmiah Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab Dan Kebahasaaraban 5, no. 1 (2022): 23-52,
https://doi.org/DOI: 10.35931/am.v4i2.884.

16 Zoltan Dornyei and Ema Ushioda, Teaching and Researching Motivation (2nd Ed.) (Pearson
Education Limited, 2011): 57.
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retention and language comprehension'’. Learners can use imagination and
memory techniques to associate new Arabic words with familiar concepts, making
the learning process more effective and enjoyable.

In addition, the cognitive curriculum encourages students to engage in
intensive reading and listening activities to expose themselves to the different
linguistic patterns and structures in Arabic'®. The integration of technology into
cognitive language education also opens up new possibilities for Arabic learners.
Digital tools, such as online language platforms and language learning apps, offer
interactive and immersive experiences that encourage cognitive engagement in
learning Arabic °. These resources provide learners with opportunities to apply
their language skills in real contexts and receive immediate feedback, increasing
their metacognitive awareness and language proficiency.

Synergistic approach: integrating Behaviorism and Cognitivism

A synergistic approach to learning Arabic combines the power of
behaviorism and knowledge to create a holistic and dynamic learning experience
for students. Behavioral strategies provide students with structured and repetitive
practice, making it easier to create a strong language foundation. These exercises
help learners develop automaticity in language skills, such as grammar and
vocabulary, leading to increased language fluency. On the other hand, cognitive
engagement encourages the learner to actively interact with the language,
encouraging a deeper understanding of Arabic linguistic patterns and the ability to
apply linguistic knowledge in real-life situations.

Incorporating behavioral exercises into the Arabic curriculum helps learners
develop accuracy and spontaneity in using the language, while cognitive
engagement enhances their linguistic and communicative competence. The
behavioral and cognitive approaches are not mutually exclusive; Instead, they
complement each other to create a comprehensive and balanced language learning
experience. For example, learners may use behavioral exercises to acquire basic

17 Rebecca Louise Oxford, Language Learning Strategies: What Every Teacher Should Know
(Newbury House Publishers, 1990): 45.

18 Carol Hosenfeld, “A Preliminary Investigation of the Reading Strategies of Successful and
Nonsuccessful ~Second Language Learners,” System 5, no. 2 (1977): 110-23,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/0346-251X(77)90087-2.

19 Al-Wasy, “The Effectiveness of Integrating Technology in EFL/ESL Writing: A Meta-
Analysis.”
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vocabulary and language structures, while cognitive engagement enables them to
apply this knowledge creatively and effectively in different contexts.

Using a synergistic approach, teachers can adapt their teaching strategies to
meet the diverse needs of their learners. Some learners may benefit from structured
and repetitive exercises to build language foundations, while others may thrive on
problem-solving activities and critical thinking tasks to deepen their understanding
of language. Providing learners with a variety of learning opportunities based on
behavioral and cognitive principles ensures that they can engage with Arabic in a
way that suits their preferences and learning style.

In addition, the integration of technology into a synergistic approach
enhances learning Arabic. Educational technology, such as language learning apps
and online platforms, can combine behavioral exercises and cognitive activities to
engage learners and provide personalized feedback. The interactive and playful
nature of technology-based language learning resources encourages learners to
practice and apply their language skills in a fun and stimulating way, and the
incorporation of a synergistic approach into the Arabic learning curriculum
encourages metacognitive awareness among learners. By reflecting on learning and
developmental strategies, learners become more independent and actively
participate in the journey of language acquisition. This metacognitive awareness
allows learners to monitor and manage the language learning process, making them
more effective and independent in language learning.

Practical strategy for implementation:

To enhance Arabic learning, the adoption of a blended learning approach
that combines traditional face-to-face instruction with interactive online exercises
is essential.?® This approach provides a flexible and dynamic environment that
caters to a variety of learning styles, and encourages active participation from
students. Incorporating technology and interactive elements into the Arabic
curriculum can increase engagement and motivation among learners?:.Context-
based learning is another effective strategy that increases learner motivation and

2 D. Hilmi, “Impact Of Arabic Online Learning In The Perspective Of How The Brain
Learns,” ljaz Arabi Journal of Arabic Learning. 4, no. 1 (2021): 49-73,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.18860/ijazarabi.v4i1.10442.

2L S, Febriani, “Implementation of Arabic Learning During Covid-19 Emergency in Indonesia:
Hots, Mots, or Lots?,” ALSINATUNA 5, no. 2 (2020): 117-29,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.28918/alsinatuna.v5i2.2494.
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appreciation of Arabic?2. By incorporating culturally relevant authentic and
contextual materials into the curriculum, educators can make language learning
more meaningful and inclusive. This approach allows learners to relate the
language to real-life situations and cultural experiences, leading to a deeper
understanding of the Arabic language and its cultural significance.?

Formative assessment practices play an important role in personal language
learning modification. The use of quizzes, self-assessments, and peer assessments
allows educators to track student progress and identify individual strengths and
weaknesses. With this valuable feedback, teachers can effectively adapt their
instructional strategies to meet each student's special learning needs. By
emphasizing a learner-centred approach, teachers empower learners to take
responsibility for their own language learning journey, promoting independence
and self-motivation.

Challenges and considerations

Educators may face challenges when implementing behavioral and
cognitive approaches, including time constraints, limited resources, and adapting
the curriculum to meet the diverse needs of learners. However, through careful
planning and adaptation, these obstacles can be overcome to create an effective
Arabic learning experience, and the application of behavioral and cognitive
approaches in learning Arabic can present teachers with various challenges and
considerations. One of the main challenges is the lack of time. Behavioral exercises
and cognitive engagement activities may require significant implementation time,
which can be a concern in language classes with limited teaching time. Educators
must strike a balance between providing students with adequate practice and
allowing time for in-depth understanding and sharing of knowledge.

Resource constraints can also present challenges. Behavioral exercises may
require materials and physical resources, whereas technology-based cognitive

22 Montasser Mohamed AbdelWahab Mahmoud, “Culture and English Language Teaching in
the  Arab  World,” Adult Learning 26, no. 2 (March 2015): 66-72,
https://doi.org/10.1177/1045159515573020.

2 J. Khaled, F., & Anderson, “Abdelhadi, R., Hameed, L., Creative Interactions with Art
Works: An Engaging Approach to Arabic Language-and-Culture Learning,” Innovation in
Language Learning and Teaching 14, no. 1 (2020): 273-89,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1080/17501229.2019.1579219.
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engagement activities may require access to computers or digital devices?*. Not all
educational institutions have access to these resources, which can hinder the
seamless integration of the two approaches into the Arabic learning curriculum. To
address this, educators may need to be creative in adapting available resources to
implement behavioral and cognitive strategies effectively.

In addition, adapting the curriculum to meet the diverse needs of learners is
an important consideration. Learners in Arabic classes often come from diverse
language and cultural backgrounds, with different levels of language proficiency 2.
Adopting a one-size-fits-all approach may not effectively meet the individual needs
and preferences of learners. To overcome this challenge, teachers must use
different teaching and learning styles that are adapted. By adapting instructional
strategies and content to learners' strengths and weaknesses, educators can foster a
more inclusive and interactive learning environment.

Furthermore, educators may experience resistance to change or preference
for traditional teaching methods. Some students and even teachers may be more
used to traditional educational approaches, which can make it difficult to introduce
innovative cognitive and behavioral strategies. Addressing this challenge requires
professional development opportunities for teachers to learn about the practical
benefits and implications of the proposed method. In addition, involving learners in
the decision-making process and asking for their feedback can foster a sense of
ownership and motivation to participate in new language learning activities.

Evaluation of student progress is another important consideration.
Behavioral training often focuses on correctness and mastery of language
structures, whereas cognitive engagement emphasizes understanding and
application. As a result, traditional assessment methods may not capture a learner's
full range of language abilities. To overcome this, educators can use a combination
of formative and summative assessment approaches that cover the behavioral and
cognitive aspects of language learning. Formative assessments, such as self-
assessments and reflective journals, can provide insight into students'
metacognitive awareness and progress in the learning journey.

In addition, the cultural significance of behavioral and cognitive strategies
in the context of learning Arabic must be taken into account. Educators must ensure
that the content and activities used in the curriculum are culturally appropriate and

% Al-Wasy, “The Effectiveness of Integrating Technology in EFL/ESL Writing: A Meta-
Analysis.”
%5 Mahmoud, “Culture and English Language Teaching in the Arab World.”
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in accordance with students' cultural backgrounds and values. Integrating native
Arabic material, cultural elements, and real-life scenarios into behavioral and
cognitive activities can increase learner motivation and appreciation of the
language.

Teachers must also consider the importance of collaborative learning and
fostering a supportive learning community. Implementation of behavioral and
cognitive strategies often involves active participation and interaction among
learners. Collaborative learning environments can provide opportunities for
learners to engage in peer-to-peer discussions, problem-solving assignments,
practice language, and foster a sense of belonging and mutual support. Group
activities can also encourage learners to practice their language skills in real-life
communication situations, which increases their language fluency and confidence.

Furthermore, educators must be flexible and open to feedback and
continuous improvement. The implementation of behavioral and cognitive
approaches may require continuous modification based on the responses and needs
of learners. Seeking regular feedback from students and colleagues can inform
educational decisions and ensure that curricula remain relevant and effective.

Future Directions for Arabic Language Learning Curricula

Technology integration has enormous potential for the future of the Arabic
learning curriculum. Virtual reality (VR) and artificial intelligence (Al) provide
innovative ways to create immersive language learning experiences, enabling
learners to interact with realistic language scenarios and cultural contexts. Virtual
reality simulations can transport students to Arabic-speaking countries, where they
can practice language skills in real situations, such as ordering food in a restaurant
or navigating public transportation. Al-powered language learning platforms can
provide personalized feedback and adapt curricula to meet individual learner needs,
enabling more customized and effective learning experiences. Embracing these
technological advancements can greatly increase learner motivation and
engagement, ultimately enhancing their language proficiency and cultural
appreciation.

Moreover, the future of the Arabic language curriculum lies in enhancing
the meaningful relationship between language and culture. By incorporating more
authentic material, such as Arabic literature, music, films, and cultural events,
teachers can provide students with a deeper understanding of language in its
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cultural context?®. Immersing learners in Arabic culture enhances not only their
language learning experience, but also intercultural competence, allowing them to
navigate cross-cultural communication with sensitivity and respect. Cultural
relevance in the curriculum will increase students' motivation and appreciation of
Arabic as a means of intercultural communication and cultural preservation.

In addition, future curricula can focus more on developing students'
communication competencies. While a solid foundation in grammar and
vocabulary is essential, the ability to communicate effectively in real-life situations
is just as important. Integrating a communicative language teaching approach can
help learners develop functional language skills, enabling them to engage in real
conversations, express their ideas, and understand others effectively. Role-playing
activities, discussions, and collaborative projects can be combined to provide
learners with opportunities to apply their language knowledge in meaningful and
interactive ways.

In the future, the Arabic language learning curriculum must prioritize the
development of students' digital literacy abilities. In an increasingly connected
world, proficiency with digital tools and online resources is essential for language
learners?’. Educators can provide learners with the ability to navigate digital
resources effectively, evaluate online information critically, and engage in online
language communities to practice their language skills. By integrating digital
literacy training into the school curriculum, students can become empowered and
independent language users in a technology-driven world.

In addition, future curricula may adopt a task-based approach to language
learning. Task-based language teaching focuses on real-world language use, where
learners engage in meaningful language tasks to achieve specific communicative
goals.?® Assignments can range from planning a trip to an Arabic-speaking country
to conducting an Arabic-language survey. This approach promotes learner
autonomy, encourages problem solving and critical thinking, and enables learners
to experience the practical benefits of language acquisition.

2 Mahmoud.

27 Stephen Bax, “Normalisation Revisited: The Effective Use of Technology in Language
Education,” International Journal of Computer-Assisted Language Learning and Teaching
(IJCALLT) 1, no. 2 (2011): 1-15, https://doi.org/10.4018/ijcallt.2011040101.

28 A. Griffiths, “Implementing Task-Based Instruction to Facilitate Language Learning:
Moving Away from Theory,” TEFLIN Journal 12 (2015): 49-59,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.15639/TEFLINJOURNAL.V12I1.
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Another trend of the Arabic language learning curriculum is to incorporate
Project-Based Learning (PBL) strategies. PBL engages learners in long-term
projects that require them to use Arabic to explore real-world issues or create
meaningful products®. For example, students can collaborate to make a
documentary about Arabic culture or design an interactive language learning
website. PBL not only improves language skills but also develops creativity,
collaboration and problem solving abilities. Completeness and accessibility are the
main considerations for the future of the Arabic learning curriculum. Educational
institutions should aim to make learning Arabic accessible to diverse populations,
including students with disabilities, those from marginalized communities, and
adult learners. Offering various educational formats, such as online courses,
blended learning options, and community-based language programs, can cater to
learners with different study schedules and preferences.

In addition, the future curriculum must embrace a global perspective in
learning Arabic. With increasing globalization, learners can use Arabic in a variety
of international contexts, such as business, diplomacy or humanitarian work.
Incorporating topics related to global issues, intercultural communication, and
international cooperation in the curriculum can equip students with the language
skills and intercultural competencies needed for global citizenship. The
professional development of Arabic teachers is essential for the -effective
implementation of future curricula. Teachers should have the opportunity to attend
workshops, conferences and training programs that expose them to innovative
teaching methods and the latest research in language education.®® Collaboration
between teachers and researchers can lead to the development of evidence-based
teaching practices that continue to enhance Arabic language education.

CONCLUSION

Integrating behavioral and cognitive theory into the Arabic language
learning curriculum provides a powerful and comprehensive approach to enhancing
language proficiency and cultural appreciation of learners. By leveraging the

2 Marina Gibbes and Lorna Carson, “Project-Based Language Learning: An Activity Theory
Analysis,” Innovation in Language Learning and Teaching 8, no. 2 (May 2013): 171-89,
https://doi.org/10.1080/17501229.2013.793689.

30 G. Pallotti, “Applying the Interlanguage Approach to Language Teaching,” International
Review of Applied Linguistics in Language Teaching 55 (2017): 393-412,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1515/iral-2017-0145.
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strengths of both theories, educators can create dynamic and inclusive language
learning environments that accommodate diverse learning styles and individual
preferences. This synergistic approach not only enhances learners' language
acquisition, but also promotes effective communication and a deeper understanding
of the rich Arabic culture. Adopting behavioral strategies, such as structured
exercises and reinforcement techniques, lays a solid foundation for language skills,
while cognitive approaches, such as critical thinking tasks and comprehension
activities, enhance learners' understanding and application of language. Through
integrated learning, contextual learning, and formative assessment practices,
educators can adapt curricula to meet individual learning needs and provide more
engaging and personalized learning experiences. By continuously exploring future
trends, embracing technology, and encouraging cross-cultural exchange, educators
can enhance Arabic learning curricula and enable learners to thrive in an
interconnected global community while preserving the Arab world's unique cultural
heritage.
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